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The pelvis of the gelding which has been castrated in early
life takes on many of the characters of that of the mare.

These sexual differences are also noted to some extent in
the other domesticated animals, but are not so marked in the
smaller animals until the female has brought forth young
several times*

CAPACITY OF THE PELVIS, OR PELVIMETRY.
The diameters or dimensions of the pelvis vary in each species
according to the different sizes of the animals, in the mare, cow,
pig, and bitch, even to the extent of nearly 2 or 3 inches. In the
sheep, goat, ass, and cat, very little variation in size occurs,
and therefore the dimensions of the pelvis do not vary by
more than J inch. Pelvimetry is a very important matter to
the human obstetrist, because the human pelvis is liable to
be deformed or defective in its proportions, and some idea
may be obtained beforehand as to whether any danger will
arise to mother or child during accouchement. It may also be
of some service to know the diameters of the pelvis of different
animals, on account of the indications they may furnish in
many cases of dystokia. During parturition in herbivora the
foetus is so placed generally, that the withers and shoulders
are towards the roof or superior plane of the pelvis, while the
sternum and anterior limbs, which form a larger mass, rest on
the floor or inferior plane. The passage of the thorax of the
fcetus in these animals is, apart from other causes, the chief
difficulty in parturition. In the carnivora, frequently the
head of the foetus experiences some difficulty in passing through
the pelvis.
The term diameter, in obstetrics, is employed to designate
the distance between certain parts in the pelvic cavity, by
which, practically, we may compare the capacity of that
space with the volume of the largest part of the fetus that
has to pass through it.
The most important diameter is certainly that between the
middle of the sacrum and the ischio-pubic symphysis in the
large animals, and the sacro-coccygeal articulation and ischio-
pubic symphysis in the smaller animals. The pelvis of the
domesticated animals forms a very inclined plane ; and if we